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SUB J : PM HUSSEIN SPEAKS UP ON HANOI CHARGES 
REF: KUALA LUMPUR 1230 (DTG 050240Z MAR 76) 

1 . SUMMARY. CONTINUING IN SAME RATHER CONCILIATORY VEIN 
NOTED REFTEL, PM HUSSEIN MARCH 7 EXPRESSED "GREAT CONCERN 
AND DEEP REGRET” OVER HANOI'S CHARGE THAT ASEAN IS AN 
AMERICAN TOOL. PM SAID THAT MALAYSIANS SHOULD BE 
PREPARED FOR ANY EVENTUALITY BECAUSE HANOTS INTERESTS ARE 
STILL UNCLEAR; HE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF FOREIGN POWERS 
WERE GIVING FINANCIAL AND MORAL SUPPORT TO COMMUNISTS IN 
MALAYSIA, ALTHOUGH THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE OF OUTSIDE ARMS 
ASSISTANCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. CONCLUDING A TWO-DAY VISIT TO PERAK MARCH 7, PRIME 
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MADE HIS FIRST PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE RECENT ATTACKS BY 
HANOI ON THE NON-COMMUNIST STATES OF SOUTHEAST ASIA. 
EXPRESSING "GREAT CONCERN AND DEEP REGRET" OVER HANOI'S 
ACCUSATION THAT ASEAN IS AN ASSOCIATION OF NEO-COLONIALISTS 
SPONSORED BY THE U.S., HUSSEIN NOTED THAT ASEAN WAS 
FORMED SEVERAL YEARS BEFORE THE RECENT CHANGES IN 
INDOCHINA AND, "THEREFORE IT IS NOT PROPER FOR HANOI TO 
CONSTRUE THAT ASEAN IS A GROUP FORMED TO FIGHT 
AGAINST OTHER GROUPS OR COUNTRIES. ASEAN BELIEVES IN 
FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION AND WE WILL NEVER INTERVENE 
IN THE AFFAIRS OF ANOTHER PARTY." 

3. COMMENTING ON THE HANOI CALL FOR INSURGENTS IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA TO STEP UP THEIR ARMED STRUGGLES, HUSSEIN SAID: 

"I AM SURE THE HANOI GOVERNMENT DOES NOT LIKE ARMED 
STRUGGLE TO BE ENCOURAGED IN ITS COUNTRY SO NEITHER DO 
ASEAN COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY MALAYSIA." IT IS "MOST 
REGRETTABLE" THAT HANOI FEELS IT CAN ENCOURAGE INSURGENCY 
IN OTHER COUNTRIES. HE CONTINUED: "WE HAVE GOT TO BE 
PREPARED FOR ANY EVENTUALITY FOR WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT 
THE INTERESTS OF THE INDOCHINA STATES, ESPECIALLY HANOI, 

WILL BE." HUSSEIN SAID HE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF THERE 
WERE FOREIGN POWERS GIVING FINANCIAL AND MORAL ASSISTANCE 
TO THE COMMUNIST TERRORIST MOVEMENT IN MALAYSIA. 

" BUT I AM NOT CERTAIN WHETHER THERE ARE FOREIGN POWERS 
GIVING ARMS ASSISTANCE TO THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT HERE 
BECAUSE WE DO NOT HAVE EVIDENCE ABOUT IT." 

4. COMMENT: WHILE TAKING A LESS HOPEFUL STAND THAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER RITHAUDDEEN DID ON THIS SUBJECT LAST 
WEEK (REFTEL), HUSSEIN, IN PUBLIC AT LEAST, SEEMS TO 
GIVE HANOI THE BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT, FOLLOWING THE 
STANDARD GOM LINE OF NOT WISHING TO CLOSE ANY DOORS. 
UNDERHILL 
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